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and to gain communication with Lestocq. There then
remained at Friedland, 28 squadrons, and 17 guns.

Towards 8 p.m., Bennigsen himself reached Friedland.
Informed of the proximity of Lannes' corps, he ordered the
first troops which arrived to cross the river in support of the
cavalry, and directed the construction of three pontoon bridges,
one above and two below the permanent bridge. It was not
till 11 p.m. that the head of the Guard infantry column
arrived at Friedland. One battalion was sent over at once to
the support of the cavalry, and three more regiments as day
dawned (about 3.30), and the French began to appear. It
was 5 a.m., before the first battalions of the main Eussian
body came up.

As soon as Lannes had heard, from his retiring cavalry, of
the Eussian passage at Friedland, he despatched Euffin's
brigade, and part of Oudinot's grenadier division, towards that
point. Scarcely had they started, when a despatch from
Napoleon warned Lannes that Bennigsen appeared to intend
crossing at Friedland, and marching direct on Koenigsberg.*
The Emperor had promptly ordered Grouchy, from Eylaxi,
with his own dragoon division and Nansouty's cuirassiers, to
join Lannes as quickly as possible. Lannes followed shortly,
with the rest of Oudinot's and Verdier's divisions.

It was still night when Oudinot, between 2 and 3 a.m.,
debouched on the Friedland plain, to find Euffin in front of
him, advancing against the Eussian cavalry. He pushed
forward two battalions into the Sortlack wood, and held his
main body in front of Posthenen, on the near bank of a small
brook, which issues from the wood towards the Millstream.
In front, he placed 2 batteries, and behind them were 5 or 6
battalions, and 1 gun, somewhat to the left, with their backs to

* Cory. 12,573. To Lannes, dated Eylau, 13th June, 9 p.m. The Emperor
is, he says, uncertain whether it is the whole Russian army or only a detachment
that is at Friedland. He promises to send on Ney at 1 a.m., and to have Victor
at Domnau by 10 a.m.? in case he is required. He presumes Lannes will seize
Friedland, if the enemy is not in force there.